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What is an Academic Conversation?

In their book “Academic Conversations: Classroom Talk

That Fosters Critical Thinking and

Content Understandings,” Jeff Zwiers

and Marie Crawford give the analogy

that conversations are both powerful

teachers and powerful sculptors. 

The role of a teacher is to engage,

motivate and challenge. This results

in students strengthening their 

understanding of new ideas. 

Conversations have the capacity to

engage, motivate and challenge.

Think about a conversation that

strengthened your understanding. 

The role of a sculptor is to shape an identity, thought, 

belief or emotion into the medium they have selected. 

After looking closely at a sculpture, you leave pondering

and processing ideas. The best conversations stay with us.

We find ourselves pondering and processing the ideas long

after the conversation took place. 
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Continued from Page One

Zwiers and Crawford conclude by saying we are a product

of thousands of conversations. If that is the case, there is

no doubt that student learning improves when students

talk to a partner about the same topic. 

Academic Conversations are sustained and purposeful

conversations about a school topic. Academic 

conversations are not just answering questions. They 

are actual productive conversations where students both

initiate and maintain the conversation. Students do this by

creating, shaping, applying, negotiating and sharing 

academic ideas. 

The best place to start is in your classroom. Start listening

closely to conversations. Record a few with your mobile

device. Decide if the conversations being held by your

students are academic. Are students actively participating

in the conversation? Write down the conversation and 

analyze it to see if you see students creating, shaping, 

applying, negotiating and sharing academic ideas. 

This starting point will help you determine where you

need to focus your learning. 

The chart on Page One comes from “The K-3 Guide to

Academic Conversations: Practices, Scaffolds and 

Activities” by Zwiers and Sara Hamerla. It’s designed to

help K-3 students understand what is and isn’t an 

academic conversation. I have found the chart helpful 

no matter the age of the learner. 

Jump right into learning. Record some academic 

conversations and listen for creating, shaping, applying,

negotiating and sharing of academic ideas. Determine 

how often students actually have academic conversations

in your classroom. Reach out to the Office of Teaching

and Learning and your Instructional Coach if you want to

learn more. I’ll keep sharing insights into how academic

conversations will increase students’ cognitive 

engagement. 

Academic Conversations

DCHS Skills

and Dance Clinic
The Daviess County High

School dance team is hosting a

weekly Skills and Dance Clinic

for students in grades 4-12 who

want to learn the skills to be part

of the DCDT! The clinic is

scheduled from 5:45 to 6:30 p.m.

every Tuesday starting Nov. 13 in the DCHS Auxiliary 

Gymnasium.

Cost is $10 per session. Advance registration is not required;

just come and join in!

Weekly training will focus on fundamentals: 

Hip-hop skills – Headsprings, headstands, kick-ups and jumps

Dance techniques – Turns, leaps and jumps

Dance routine

For more information, contact Debbie Connor at 

debbie.connor@daviess.kyschools.us 

THANKSGIVING
BREAK

NOV. 21-23



A Message from Dr. Amy Shutt

DCPS Assistant Superintendent for Human Services

Daviess County Public Schools will host a meeting at 

4 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 8, in the DCPS Central Office

board room for educators who may be interested in 

furthering their careers. Representatives from 

Western Kentucky University will present information

about this program and answer questions.

The WKU Principal Certification Program offers 

graduate-level study in a cohort setting, designed to 

prepare aspiring school administrators to be highly 

effective P-12 school instructional leaders. Practicing 

educators will be introduced to a wide range of leadership

theories, technical skills and rich

field experiences that set the stage

for professional growth and 

development as school principals. 

Click HERE for brochure with

more information, or visit

www.wku.edu/study/principal 

Prospective participants must meet

the following criteria before 

applying for admission:

n Master’s degree

n Copy of current, valid teaching 
certificate

n Three years of documented successful teaching 
experience

n GPA of 3.0 or higher on all graduate work

Students must meet the following criteria to be admitted

into the program:

n Acceptance by WKU Graduate School

n Submission of program application

n Selection by the Principal Preparation Admissions 
Committee

Courses in this Level I program will include classroom

learning approximately four times per semester, with the

remainder of the course content and activities delivered

online.

For more information, contact Dr. Tom Stewart at

thomas.stewart@WKU.edu or DCPS assistant 

superintendent for human services Dr. Amy Shutt at

amy.shutt@daviess.kyschools.us

Take the Lead with Your Leadership Potential!

Dr. Amy Shutt

If you are ready to take the lead

in developing your leadership potential,

join us at 4 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 8, at Central Office.

http://www.daviesskyschools.org/userfiles/1710/My Files/PDFs etc to link in GV/Spring 2019 WKU Principal Cohort.pdf?id=41067


A Message from Superintendent Matt Robbins

We have completed our United Way campaign and I am

sincerely appreciative and proud that DCPS employees

continue to support United Way

year after year. Your gifts have

helped United Way’s efforts to 

support agencies in providing help

for many people in our community

who are struggling. From helping

an elderly person receive a meal,

assisting families to find food and

shelter, or helping families and their

loved ones in making the final 

journey from this world with 

dignity – United Way helps support

agencies like Hospice, American

Red Cross, Salvation Army, and many others.

Our total donations this year are $35,762.44 and our 

percentage of givers is 39.81 percent.

As you may remember, at the beginning of our United

Way campaign, we offered some great incentives our 

employees would be eligible to win through random 

drawings. We are ready to announce our winners — 

Congratulations to the following employees! 

Every DCPS employee who donated his/her supporting

share was entered into drawings to win one of three gifts

from Great Harvest, Walmart, and Beef O’Brady’s. 

Our winners are:

Great Harvest Simple Treats Basket — Kris Weise, 

Sorgho Elementary School

Walmart $50 gift card — Donna Howard, Tamarack

Beef O’Brady’s eight free wings per week for a year — 

Julia Hobbs, Central Office

Every DCPS employee who donated at least $5/pay period

or $120/year was entered in a drawing to receive a gift

from Beef O’Brady’s.

The winner of Beef O’Brady’s eight free wings per week

for a year is Dana Burch, Daviess County High School

Every DCPS employee who donated to the United Way

was entered in drawings to win a gift from Texas 

Roadhouse (two winners), Beef O’Brady’s (10 winners),

and Ritzy’s (10 winners). Our winners are:

Texas Roadhouse $10 gift card — Sans Washington,

West Louisville; and Lura McElhearn, Heritage Park

Beef O’Brady’s free appetizer cards — Misty Adkins,

West Louisville; Shane Eans, Tamarack; Marcia Tomes,

Southern Oaks; Dane Ferguson, Burns Middle; Cindy

Stilwell, Daviess County High; Renae Story, Daviess

County Middle; Cindy Wedding, Meadow Lands; 

Brittany Greenwalt, West Louisville; Judy Rumage,

Highland; and Joshua Scherrer, Heritage Park. 

Ritzy’s free scoop of ice cream – These 10 winners will

each receive five free scoops:

Marie Holder, College View; Kelsey Settles, Burns 

Elementary; Kara Nash, Meadow Lands; Madison

Turner, Daviess County High; Gina Noffsinger, Burns

Elementary; Pamela Tarrants, East View; Kim Bell,

Audubon; Alexandria Lynn, West Louisville; Derika

Lynam Spaetti, Apollo; Sonya Beyke, Whitesville.

Also, congratulations to the following schools for 

achieving at least 90 percent employee participation!

Burns Elementary School

West Louisville Elementary School

Whitesville Elementary School

Valley School

Thank you so much for your support of United Way!

Also, thanks to Beef O’Brady’s, Great Harvest, Ritzy’s,

Texas Roadhouse and Walmart for their donations and

supporting DCPS and United Way!

United Way Update: Thank You, DCPS!

Matt Robbins

Announcing Our Winners



Board of Education to

host Listen and Learn
The Daviess County Public Schools

Board of Education will host a “Listen

and Learn” session starting at 6 p.m. 

Thursday, Nov. 8, at Meadow Lands 

Elementary School. 

DCPS staff, parents, students and 

community members are invited to 

attend and share suggestions or 

comments about any areas of interest or concern. Specific

questions the school board will ask are:

n What does DCPS do well?

n What needs to improve or change?

n What can the school board do to address these needs?

n How can we improve our school and district 
communication?

Board of Education members Dr. Tom Payne (chairman),

Frank Riney, Dale Stewart and Todd Anderson will be

present, along with DCPS Supt. Matt Robbins. 

Reception to Honor 

Mike Clark
The Daviess County Public Schools Board of Education

will host a reception to honor Mike Clark at 3 p.m. 

Thursday, Nov. 15, at the DCPS

Central Office. The reception is

open to the public. Family, friends,

and current and former colleagues

are invited to attend. Light 

refreshments will be served. 

The program will begin with brief

remarks by DCPS Superintendent

Matt Robbins and others who have

worked with Mr. Clark over the

years, followed by an opportunity

for those in attendance to share

memories and words of 

appreciation with the honoree. Mr. Clark, who retired on

Oct. 2 after eight years of service as a member of the

Board, including two years as chairman, stepped down

after moving his residence outside his area of 

representation. 

He has served DCPS as a teacher and administrator, 

starting as a chemistry teacher at Apollo High School in

1963 and later as principal at Daviess County Middle

School. He retired as principal at Burns Middle School in

2000. Altogether, he worked as a professional educator in

public and parochial schools for 47 years.

Reflecting back over his career, Mr. Clark said his 

favorite and most rewarding role was that of teacher. 

“I loved being with the kids,” he said. “In total, I have

served the Daviess County Public Schools for over 35

years in the role of teacher, assistant principal, principal,

and school board member. It has been an honor and 

privilege to serve on the School Board for the last eight

years. The Daviess County Public Schools continues to be

one of the best school districts in Kentucky and this 

certainly has been an extraordinary and joyful experience

for me personally and professionally. Thank you for 

allowing me to be a part of a district that has always done

‘what is best for kids’!”

Mike Clark

15
Remembering

Emma Crowe
Meadow Lands Elementary School

will host a remembrance ceremony

honoring the life and legacy of 

former principal Emma Crowe at 

3 p.m. Monday, Nov. 12. 

The MLES Choir will present a

special selection, followed by 

student presentations and a tree-

planting ceremony near the front 

of the school. A reception will 

follow with light refreshments.

Family, friends and former students

and colleagues are warmly invited to attend and share 

remembrances of Mrs. Crowe, who passed away on July

4, 2017. 

MLES Principal Kevin Lowe said, “Emma Crowe had a

smile for everyone she met and never met a stranger. She

had a love for children and a love for learning. She was a

remarkable friend and an outstanding leader who led the

charge of the monumental task of opening a new school

by bringing together students, families and staff from

multiple schools.”

Emma Crowe



Office of Teaching and

Learning Update
This monthly feature 

provides information and 

updates about progress,

events and activities in our

DCPS Office of Teaching

and Learning, shared by 

assistant superintendent Jana

Beth Francis. 

November 2018
Nov. 7 – Science Team

meeting

Nov. 7 – Infinite

Campus/SWIS discussion

Nov. 8 – Office of Teaching and Learning meeting

Nov. 8 – PBIS Interventionist meeting

Nov. 13 – District Counselors meeting

Nov. 14 – English Language Learners PD (part 2)

Nov. 14 – Instructional Coaches meeting

Nov. 15 – Administrators meeting

Nov. 27 – Future Leaders Academy cohort 4 meeting

Nov. 27 – KCSS Safe School Assessments (Sorgho)

Nov. 28 – Future Leaders Academy cohort 4 meeting

Nov. 28 – Assistant Principals meeting

Nov. 28 – Instructional Coaches meeting

Nov. 29 – Secondary Principals meeting

Jana Beth Francis

These weekly fitness reminders are brought to you by the

DCPS Food Services Department. We care about you!

Learn more at www.healthymonday.org 

Healthy Lifestyle

Tip of the Week

The Grapevine is YOUR newsletter!

Share photos and news 

about innovative

teaching and learning 

projects with our district!

Send information to

grapevine@dcps.org

Foundation for DCPS

#KidsFirstGivingTuesday
Mark your calendar for Tuesday, Nov. 27! That’s the day

we all have the opportunity to support the Foundation for

DCPS as they support our students and staff members.

Your donations will benefit our Family Resource and

Youth Services Centers across the Daviess County Public

Schools district. 

Mail checks to Foundation for DCPS, #KidsFirstGiving

Tuesday, attn: Becky Whitehead/Treasurer, P.O.  Box

21510, Owensboro KY 42304; donate online at 

FoundationForDCPS.WeShareOnLine.org or mail checks

to Foundation for DCPS, #KidsFirstGivingTuesday; or

mail or deliver donations to any DCPS school. (Donations

made to a specific school will remain at that school.)

https://foundationfordcps.weshareonline.org/



